
Bilateral Interactions Among the 
Criminal Justice and Housing 
Sectors for Preventing Youth 
Homelessness

Anita Desai, Erin Dej, Jessica Braimoh, 
Vic Kaulback. 2025

Pursuing Justice: 

https://tinyurl.com/4apyd7wn

P
at

h
w

ay
s f

or C
hangemakers

P
ro

vi
n

ci
al

 &
 T

er

rit
orial Governments



Solution 11: Culturally appropriate services

Solution 12: Streamline practices to reduce complexities of navigating multiple systems

Solution 13: Build attachment to community and natural supports

Solution 14: Prioritize individualized plans for youth – one size fits none

ADDRESSING STRATEGIC PROBLEM AREA 2: FUNDING & POLICY ALIGNMENT

ADDRESSING STRATEGIC PROBLEM AREA 1:  SERVICE ELIGIBILITY & ACCESS

ADDRESSING STRATEGIC PROBLEM AREA 3: COORDINATED SERVICE DELIVERY & ENGAGEMENT
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 Solution 1: Establish more mechanisms to enable early and comprehensive discharge planning from youth justice

Solution 2: Empower service providers to respond with urgency

Solution 3: Establish a consistent definition of youth across sectors

Solution 4: Enhance access to services in rural communities

Solution 5: Increase discretionary funding, flexibility in eligibility

Solution 6: Pay and train staff better

Solution 7: Build cross-sectoral community collaboration

Solution 8: Structure funding frameworks to evaluate success from a youth-centered lens

Solution 9:  Cross-jurisdictional collaboration between provincial/territorial and federal 
ministries

Solution 10: Indigenous equity and autonomy over funding



Establish more mechanisms to enable early and comprehensive discharge planning from youth justice
•	 Where provinces/territories hold housing waitlists, establish a priority housing waitlist for homeless youth under the age of 25.
•	 Extend access to a young person’s “housing allowance” via social assistance policies while they are in custody/detention 

in order to retain their housing and prevent entry into homelessness upon discharge; and, ensure that amounts reflect 
realistic access to rental market averages.

•	 Develop/enhance youth-specific transitional housing programs that provide wraparound supports that are inclusive of 
justice-involved youth.

•	 Work with municipalities to fund programs that provide community reintegration services and transitional support for youth.
Empower service providers to respond with urgency

•	 Inform sound policy decisions and investments by establishing capacity for obtaining evidence-informed insights from 
social services on factors that are driving urgent needs for youth at risk of or experiencing homelessness.

Establish a consistent definition of youth across sectors
•	 Collaborate with municipal governments to ensure that provincially/territorially funded youth programs align with a 

consistent age definition of youth.
•	 Develop policies that allow for providers to offer youth-based services based on a readiness model rather than 

chronological age (e.g. transitioning out of the child welfare system)
•	 Work with community-based services to implement bridging policies for emerging adults.

Enhance access to services in rural communities
•	 Create partnerships between ministries to offer wraparound supports for youth and improve opportunities for 

community agencies to support navigation between services.
•	 Enable rural communities to play a bigger role in how services are allocated to young people.

ADDRESSING STRATEGIC PROBLEM AREA 1: SERVICE ELIGIBILITY & ACCESS
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Increase discretionary funding, flexibility in eligibility
•	 Ensure eligibility criteria for financial assistance programs are broad enough to capture unique factors for youth experiencing, 

or at risk of, homelessness.
•	 Ensure financial assistance policies allow for recipients to continue to receive payments if they are in custodial settings.
•	 Empower service providers to have more discretion in how available funding can be spent to support youth, for example, 

transportation costs for rural communities.
•	 Provide clear training/orientation opportunities for community services staff to become well-versed in applying for social 

assistance on behalf of youth.

Pay and train staff better
•	 Establish budgets which enable community agencies to pay their staff a living wage and receive pensions.
•	 Ensure community agencies are resourced to provide ongoing professional development opportunities for staff that 

support youth.

Build cross-sectoral community collaboration
•	 Engage with municipal governments to ensure that youth-serving organizations have the capacity to collaborate across 

provincial sectors, including justice, housing, and health.
•	 Support the development of ‘service navigators’ to improve youth’s access to services.

Structure funding frameworks to evaluate success from a youth-centered lens
•	 Work with service providers and communities to develop funding evaluation mechanisms that are guided by person-centered 

approaches to preventing youth homelessness, and revise as needed.

Cross-jurisdictional collaboration between provincial/territorial and federal ministries
•	 Increase cross-ministerial communication to ensure funding is targeted and efficient for preventing youth homelessness and 

justice system involvement.
•	 Develop policies and practices that enable consistent communication with municipal and federal counterparts.

Indigenous equity and autonomy over funding
•	 Collaborate with the federal government to support the independence of Indigenous communities to be funded for youth justice 

and youth homelessness prevention.
•	 Provide equitable and stable funding to Indigenous communities to establish and implement their own community remedies as an 

alternative to imprisonment. Provide equitable and stable funding to Indigenous communities to develop and deliver community 
programs to young people to prevent youth homelessness and interactions with the justice system.

•	 Where provinces/territories hold housing waitlists, provide separate social housing waitlists and policies for Indigenous Peoples.

ADDRESSING STRATEGIC PROBLEM AREA 2:  FUNDING & POLICY ALIGNMENT

Pursuing Justice: Bilateral Interactions Among the Criminal Justice and Housing Sectors for Preventing Youth Homelessness.
Anita Desai, Erin Dej, Jessica Braimoh, Vic Kaulback. 2025

https://tinyurl.com/4apyd7wn

https://tinyurl.com/4apyd7wn


Culturally appropriate services
•	 Ensure provincial and territorial settlement agencies are equipped to offer services to the specific needs of newcomer youth.
•	 Empower Indigenous communities to have the necessary tools/resources to support youth if/when they return to their 

home communities.
•	 Strengthen policies that enable service providers to adopt individualized plans and programs that are youth-centered.

Streamline practices to reduce complexities of navigating multiple systems
•	 Work with federal and municipal government counterparts to establish system navigation capacity that will strengthen 

aftercare/liaison services between multiple services.
•	 Create regional system navigators for youth who are moving across multiple geographic areas.
•	 Provide training to system navigators within the region that focuses on youth involved in multiple systems.

Build attachment to community and natural supports
•	 Create or strengthen policies and provide funding for justice facilities for family reunification/mediation and other 

supports for families. This includes building capacity to strengthen supports to extended family members for Crown 
wards and youth in care who may not have immediate family members.

•	 Support service providers with funding that can engage family/caregivers to be involved in facilitating rehabilitation and 
reintegration.

Prioritize individualized plans for youth – one size fits none
•	 Engage with federal and municipal counterparts, as well as service providers to consider how funding mechanisms can 

expand the range of services that can be offered to prevent youth homelessness and justice system involvement.
•	 Collaborate with community organizations to improve understanding/awareness of the complexities of serving at-risk and 

‘hard-to-house’ youth (e.g., youth with arson or sexual offences) and provide organizations with resources to support them.

ADDRESSING STRATEGIC PROBLEM AREA 3: COORDINATED SERVICE DELIVERY & ENGAGEMENT
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