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Municipal Government
Solutions Snapshot

ADDRESSING STRATEGIC PROBLEM AREA 1: SERVICE ELIGIBILITY & ACCESS
Solution T: Establish more mechanisms to enable early and comprehensive discharge planning from youth justice
e Solution 2: Empower service providers to respond with urgency

o Solution 3: Establish a consistent definition of youth across sectors

Solution 4: Enhance access to services in rural communities

ADDRESSING STRATEGIC PROBLEM AREA 2: FUNDING & POLICY ALIGNMENT
e Solution 5: Increase discretionary funding, flexibility in eligibility

e Solution 6: Pay and train staff better
° Solution 7: Build cross-sectoral commmunity collaboration
e Solution 8: Structure funding frameworks to evaluate success from a youth-centered lens

Solution 9: Cross-jurisdictional collaboration between provincial/territorial and federal
ministries

Solution 10: Indigenous equity and autonomy over funding

ADDRESSING STRATEGIC PROBLEM AREA 3: COORDINATED SERVICE DELIVERY & ENCAGEMENT

Solution 11: Culturally appropriate services
Solution 12: Streamline practices to reduce complexities of navigating multiple systems

Solution 13: Build attachment to community and natural supports

Solution 14: Prioritize individualized plans for youth — one size fits none
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ADDRESSING STRATEGIC PROBLEM AREA 1: SERVICE ELIGIBILITY & ACCESS

Establish more mechanisms to enable early and comprehensive discharge planning from youth justice

e Where municipalities hold housing waitlists, establish a priority housing waitlist for homeless youth under the age of 25.

Collaborate across different orders of government (e.g. Federation of Canadian Municipalities) to leverage more
programs that provide community reintegration services and transitional support.

Empower service providers to respond with urgency

Develop youth rapid re-housing programs in collaboration with community organizations.

Establish a consistent definition of youth across sectors

e Ensure all youth services and organizations maintain uniform age definitions consistent with other orders of

government.

e Ensure municipal youth committees are represented by youth services available locally.

Enhance access to services in rural communities

e Ensure access to public transportation is low barrier/free for low-income youth.

e Create/increase opportunities for existing social service staff to address specific needs of rural youth to reduce
pressures on urban centres.
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ADDRESSING STRATEGIC PROBLEM AREA 2: FUNDING & POLICY ALIGNMENT

Increase discretionary funding, flexibility in eligibility

e Develop youth-specific case managers for the delivery of financial assistance programs across community-based youth
services.

Pay and train staff better
e Ensure that all municipally funded youth-serving agencies have access to adequate training and support to meet the range of
needs for local youth.
Build cross-sectoral community collaboration

e Facilitate the development of ongoing community connection opportunities to provide a space for organizations to identify,
collaborate, and respond to emerging community needs.

e Engage with provincial/territorial governments to ensure that youth-serving organizations have the capacity to collaborate
across sectors such as justice, housing, and health.

Structure funding frameworks to evaluate success from a youth-centered lens
e Work with community agencies to assess youths’ immediate short-term needs, alongside long-term projects for responsibly
meeting housing targets.
Cross-jurisdictional collaboration between provincial/territorial and federal ministries

e Advocate for developing and enhancing policies that enable consistent communication with provincial/territorial
governments.

e Conduct assessments about the unigue needs for housing youth and emerging adults when funding local housing
infrastructure more broadly.

Indigenous equity and autonomy over funding

e Where municipalities hold housing waitlists, provide separate social housing waitlists and policies for Indigenous Peoples.

httpS'//ti nyu rl com/4a pyd7wn Pursuing Justice: Bilateral Interactions Among the Criminal Justice and Housing Sectors for Preventing Youth Homelessness.

Anita Desai, Erin Dej, Jessica Braimoh, Vic Kaulback. 2025


https://tinyurl.com/4apyd7wn

ADDRESSING STRATEGIC PROBLEM AREA 3: COORDINATED SERVICE DELIVERY & ENGAGEMENT

Culturally appropriate services

e Ensure municipal services are multi-lingual and adapted to cultural contexts.

e Create or enhance opportunities for equity-deserving communities to co- develop solutions locally.
Streamline practices to reduce complexities of navigating multiple systems

e  Work with federal and provincial/territorial government counterparts to establish system navigation capacity that will
strengthen aftercare/liaison services between multiple services.
e  Work with community agencies to establish or enhance drop-in services for youth and emerging adults.

Build attachment to community and natural supports

e  Work with community services to offer education for first-time renters and other youth and emerging adults accessing
the rental market.

e  Work with community services to offer start-up courses/programs to help youth understand what is available to them in
the community. Enable youth to earn a certificate to boost landlord and tenant confidence.

Prioritize individualized plans for youth - one size fits none

e Collaborate with community organizations to improve understanding/awareness of the complexities of serving at-risk and
‘hard-to-house’ youth (e.g., youth with arson or sexual offences) and provide organizations with resources to support them.

e  Work with community agencies to identify the essential ‘transition’ components in transitional housing (e.g., prioritize a
home-like environment, foster independent living skills, relationship building, and security conditions to mitigate risks).
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