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Solution 11: Culturally appropriate services

Solution 12: Streamline practices to reduce complexities of navigating multiple systems
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 Solution 1: Establish more mechanisms to enable early and comprehensive discharge planning from youth justice

Solution 2: Empower service providers to respond with urgency

Solution 3: Establish a consistent definition of youth across sectors

Solution 4: Enhance access to services in rural communities

Solution 5: Increase discretionary funding, flexibility in eligibility

Solution 6: Pay and train staff better

Solution 7: Build cross-sectoral community collaboration

Solution 8: Structure funding frameworks to evaluate success from a youth-centered lens

Solution 9:  Cross-jurisdictional collaboration between provincial/territorial and federal 
ministries

Solution 10: Indigenous equity and autonomy over funding



Establish more mechanisms to enable early and comprehensive discharge planning from youth justice
•	 Ensure the principles and intent of the YCJA related to discharge planning and reintegration services are adhered to 

and extend to pre-trial detention so that all youth are covered under legislation.

Empower service providers to respond with urgency
•	 Maintain and/or create opportunities for service providers from across the country to engage in information-sharing 

opportunities related to preventing youth justice involvement (e.g. National Youth Justice Network) and youth 
homelessness. Ensure that representatives of the Government of Canada are engaged as observers (i.e Department of 
Justice, Employment and Social Development) to be aware of the most urgent cases.

•	 Establish opportunities within the federal budget to develop a national plan for social service providers (including 
community corrections) to collect and publish data on factors driving urgent needs for those at risk of or experiencing 
homelessness.

Establish a consistent definition of youth across sectors
•	 Establish consistent language and age ranges for ‘emerging adults’ and ‘youth’ within and beyond the criminal justice 

system, to include cross-governmental entities and legislation (e.g. YCJA, Criminal Code) as appropriate.

Enhance access to services in rural communities
•	 Support Indigenous communities/bands to govern their own youth justice procedures to ensure that youth are not 

displaced and relocated away from family and natural supports.

ADDRESSING STRATEGIC PROBLEM AREA 1: SERVICE ELIGIBILITY & ACCESS
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Increase discretionary funding, flexibility in eligibility
•	 Ensure that federal financial assistance programs for Indigenous Peoples are accessible to Indigenous youth.

Pay and train staff better
•	 Ensure federally funded youth employment programs pay a living wage.

Build cross-sectoral community collaboration
•	 Leverage the principles and legislative capacity of the YCJA, which outlines using a multi-disciplinary approach to prevent 

youth crime,15 to develop policy into partnerships between ministries and youth-serving organizations, which recognize the 
intersection of poverty, justice, and health.

Structure funding frameworks to evaluate success from a youth-centered lens
•	 Implement innovative evaluation tools for programs supported through Reaching Home16 that are geared towards the 

needs of youth who are at risk of or are already justice-involved.
•	 Engage with provincial/territorial counterparts to consider how funding mechanisms should empower service providers and 

communities to utilize best practices for preventing youth homelessness.

Cross-jurisdictional collaboration between provincial/territorial and federal ministries
•	 Using a ‘whole of government’ approach, assess which ministries can contribute to understanding and preventing youth 

homelessness for all youth, including those who are justice-involved.
•	 Maintain youth homelessness and youth justice-involvement prevention as a priority that will address upstream factors 

across other systems.
•	 Establish mechanisms that protect long-term planning and best practices created by community organizations from changes 

tied to shifts in government.

Indigenous equity and autonomy over funding
•	 In alignment with the TRC Calls to Action, develop a national plan to eliminate the overrepresentation of Indigenous youth in custody.
•	 Collaborate with Indigenous organizations to fund the development and implementation of an Indigenous justice system.
•	 Fund Indigenous communities to allow for self-governance of justice administration and housing delivery (e.g. The National 

Indigenous Collaborative Housing Inc.).
•	 Co-create sustainable, equitable funding models informed by Indigenous knowledges, rights, self-determination and values.

ADDRESSING STRATEGIC PROBLEM AREA 2:  FUNDING & POLICY ALIGNMENT
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Culturally appropriate services
•	 Leverage the principles and legislative capacity of the YCJA to explicitly prioritize culturally appropriate remedies, 

programs, and services at all points along the youth justice continuum, in accordance with the TRC Calls to Action.
•	 Allow Indigenous bands to govern justice services independently and empower them to support youth if/when they 

return to their home communities.
•	 Implement and invest in recommendations from Canada’s Black Justice Strategy and Indigenous Justice Strategy.

Streamline practices to reduce complexities of navigating multiple systems
•	 Create funding opportunities for provinces/territories and/or municipalities to embed system navigation services 

for youth involved in multiple systems, or by ensuring that funding opportunities targeted at youth justice and 
homelessness/housing organizations can independently establish system navigation services.

Build attachment to community and natural supports
•	 Leverage the principles and legislative capacity of the YCJA to be more explicit in the involvement of family and 

community.
•	 Support the development of policies and strategies that allow greater focus on family needs rather than youth 

exclusively.

Prioritize individualized plans for youth – one size fits none
•	 Engage with provincial/territorial counterparts to consider how funding mechanisms can expand the range of services 

that can be offered to prevent youth homelessness and justice system involvement.
•	 Implement opportunities for sustainable funds and discretionary spending that will maximize the ability to meet the 

wide-ranging needs of youth, rather than funding them to be met at a minimum. This can be modeled after Jordan’s 
Principle,19 and in accordance with the TRC Calls to Action, by focusing on preventing youth homelessness and/or 
involvement with the justice system for youth with complex needs.

•	 Ensure Indigenous communities have autonomy over funding to have discretion over how to best support youth from 
their community.

ADDRESSING STRATEGIC PROBLEM AREA 3: COORDINATED SERVICE DELIVERY & ENGAGEMENT
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