
Provide people a stable, supervised 

Offer programs, services, and resources, such as:
peer mentoring
life skills training
restorative justice 
individual and group counselling 
problematic substance use treatment
education and job training

Some are also involved with community
education and advocacy 

place to live and meet their basic needs 
while they attend programs/services, look
for/go to work or school, and prepare for a
responsible and healthy life in the community

Most are run by non-government
organizations 
Work closely with government and
community partners to meet client needs 
Some operate independently, while some
are members of a larger network of
service providers. 
Most primarily rely on government
funding to sustain operations. 
Trained staff provide 24-hour 

Residents apply and are accepted based
on the CBRF’s admission criteria
Residents are responsible for following
their parole conditions and all CBRF 

support and supervision

rules and expectations. 

shared bedrooms 
shared amenities such as
kitchens, dining areas,
washrooms, living rooms, 

a range in the age and
demographics of clients

Each CBRF is unique. Some
buildings date back to the
1800s/early 1900s, some were built
more recently. Generally, there are: 

and offices

twitter.com/StLeonards_Can

www.facebook.com/SLSCanada

www.stleonards.ca

The vast majority of federally-sentenced
people will return to the community 
Approx. 40% are being supervised in the
community on a given day in Canada
It is less expensive to house a person in
a CBRF than a prison 
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WHAT DO CBRFs DO?

St. Leonard’s
Society 
of Canada 

Facilitate safe community integration
Increase the likelihood that 

Increase the overall safety of communities

CBRFs:

people will successfully stay in the 
community as law-abiding citizens

NGO

A Community-based
Residential Facility (CBRF),
also known as a ‘halfway

house’, is a structured facility 
 that helps people on conditional

release (e.g. day parole, statutory
release) to safely and gradually

transition from prison 
to the community. 


